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Christiane Amanpour We are going to talk about your film
The Apprentice, which is a movie, but it’s also become a politi-
cal minefield. So, first and foremost, it is the story of Donald
Trump’s beginnings, way before he had the presidency in his eye.
It takes place between 1973 and 1986. Why did you want to do

this movie?

Ali Abbasi Everyone has an opinion about him, right? Every-
one thinks that they know him. He’s a very polarizing figure.
And it’s really exciting to, sort of, dive back and say, “Oh, he
was not the person you think he was, and he’d gone through,
sort of, a major transformation” and look at that, sort of,
colorful ’70s and ’80s New York with these larger-than-life
characters. But also, as someone...you know, as an outsider
to American society, that’s my chance to look at the power
structure of America, the legal structure, and the, sort of, social
Darwinism that has created some of these, you know.

I think he was a striver. He was someone who, sort of, as a
young man wanted to become somebody, do something. He was
looking for a purpose, looking for a place. And, you know, obvi-
ously, he comes from money—you know, his dad was immensely
wealthy—but they were, you know, in Brooklyn and Queens,
and they didn’t have the, sort of, Manhattan, you know, social-

life connections, and that’s where he wanted to be.
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