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Richard Quest This is a humanoid robot, Atlas, and it’s sorting
out car parts in a factory. Hyundai-owned Boston Dynamics has
signed a deal with Toyota to speed up robotics research in the
relentless march for automation. As well as Atlas, Boston Dy-
namics [is] famous for the robot dog Spot, seen here in a
promotion with South Korea’s BTS.

Spot, by the way, is on patrol with law enforcement. They’ve
been training them up in Nevada and even at the president-elect
Donald Trump’s Mar-a-Lago in Florida.

Scott Kuindersma is the senior director at Boston Dynamics.

This new deal that you’ve got... Where are you going with

these robots? What is the goal here?

Scott Kuindersma I think the goal is to see how far we can go
with producing generalizable behavior so that we can open up
lots of opportunities for these robots to do work in real-world
environments, whether they’re factories or warehouses or, some-

day, in people’s homes.
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Quest The necessity to make them look humanoid or like dogs
—is that important to raise our level of acceptance? ’Cause,
essentially, you don’t have to put half the stuff on it. They

don’t have to look like a human.
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