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.= Walter Isaacson Your bestselling  book Sapiens” was
8 about how we—meaning our species, Homo sapiens—
became dominant, and it’s mainly about how we were able to
form networks of cooperation. Your new book, Nexus,” is about
communications and how they help to form those networks,
but it’s rather pessimistic. I think you say “the way these net-
works are built predisposes us to use that power unwisely.” Tell

me about that theme.

' é Yuval Noah Harari ~ Well, the basic question of the
3= Y book, of Nexus, is if humans are so smart, why are we so
stupid? We’ve named our species Homo sapiens, which means
“wise humans,” and we know a lot more than any other animal
on the planet. We’ve reached the moon. We can split the atom.
We can decode and write DNA. And nevertheless, we are on the
verge of destroying ourselvles] and much of the ecosystem. So,
this is the paradox at the center of the book.

And, of course, humans have been concerned with this para-
dox throughout history. And many mythologies and theologies
blame human nature—that there is something wrong with
human nature which causes us to be so self-destructive. The
book Nexus gives a different answer: The problem is not with
our nature; it’s with our information. If you give good people
bad information, they make bad decisions; they make self-
destructive decisions.

And we are now seeing it all around us. You know, we have
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