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The Global Tariff War
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ince returning to office in 2025, US president
SDonald Trump has launched a large-scale tariff
war against the entire world. His first administra-
tion, which began in 2017, had implemented a bar-
rage of trade policies, including additional tariffs on
Chinese goods, tariffs on steel and aluminum, and
measures based on Section 301 of the Trade Act of
1974, which aims to redress unfair trade practices;
China had responded with retaliatory tariffs,
disrupting global supply chains. In his second
administration, Trump has turned even tougher,
implementing a baseline tariff of 10 percent on all
imports along with country-specific additional tar-
iffs against major trading partners. Some goods,
such as pharmaceuticals, face tariffs of up to 100
percent.

The nations of the world have been swift and
strong in their response. China has struck back with
a claim to the WTO and retaliatory tariffs; Brazil
and Taiwan, too, have protested Trump’s policies as
unreasonable. The EU, while strongly denouncing
the tariffs, is currently seeking to lower them
through negotiation. India and Brazil—two major
nations of the Global South—have, meanwhile,
opposed the tariffs as unfair and indicated their
resistance by deepening trade relations with one
another and with the other BRICS members.
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