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National Security
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apan now faces its most difficult security environ-

ment since World War II-—one that has changed
drastically in recent years as threats, including
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, China’s military rise
and tensions surrounding the Taiwan Strait, and
accelerating North Korean missile development,
undermine past premises.

While postwar Japan has been pacifist, shifting
circumstances have compelled it to make shifts in its
security policies, beginning with the reinterpretation
of the Constitution by the Abe Shinzo administra-
tion. Until then, Japan had adopted a policy of
“exclusive defense,” a passive defense strategy
restricting it to exercising its defense capabilities to
the smallest necessary extent and only after it has
come under armed attack. But in 2014, the reinter-
pretation enabled limited exercise of collective de-
fense, a change set into law the following year by
the Security Legislation of 2015. This has made it
possible for Japan to participate in defense under
certain conditions if an ally is attacked, even
without a direct attack on Japan itself—in effect
expanding the framework of exclusive defense.

Today, the postwar international order is falter-
ing. Not only are Russia and China relying on might
to challenge the status quo; under the Trump admin-

istration, the United States, too, has attacked
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